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ANNOUNCEMENT :       Each  week  this  Station  presents  the  Farm  News  Digest  pre- 
pared "by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.     In  this  news  today 
you  will  not  only  find  items  of  general  interest  on  the  development  of  dif- 
ferent phases  of  agriculture  in  this  country;  "but  also  several  hints,  which 
you  may  be  able  to  put  to  use  on  your  own  farm, 

 o.oOoo — 

The  Outlook  Conference  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture has  just  completed  a  survey  which  shows  that  eighteen  State  agricul- 
tural colleges,  in  addition  to  the  Federal  Department  of  Agriculture,  now 
issue  publications  which  make  economic  information  available  to  farmers, 
in  more  or  less  popular  form,  each  month  or  oftener.  Several  more  States 
are  considering  the  issuance  of  similar  publications. 


*** 

The  hay  habits  and  needs  of  this  country  have  changed  materially  in 
the  past  twenty  years.    Nowadays,  the  demand  for  timothy  hay  in  the  cities 
and  southern  markets  is  not  big  enough  to  absorb  all  the  surplus  hay  which 
can  be  raised  on  the  old  timothy  meadows.    As  a  result,  Department  hay 
specialists  predict  that  some  of  those  timothy  meadows  will  be  abandoned  or 
converted  into  permanent  pastures  in  the  next  ten  years.    Of  course,  where 
timothy  grows  better  than  legumes,  it  will  still  be  an  important  forage  for 
farm  horses,'  and  will  be  used  some  for  cattle  too.      In  the  Southern  States 
a  new  use  for  timothy  as  a  soil  binder  and  green  manure  crop  may  develop* 

On  the  other  hand,  a  much  larger  quantity  of  high  grade  alfalfa  could 
be  profitably  marketed  in  the  United  States  if  producers  would  study  market 
demand  and  then  produce  accordingly.    The  experience  of  Federal  hay  inspec- 
tors is  that  the  most  common  causes  of  low-grade  alfalfa  are  meadows  with 
thin  stands,  partly  decayed  rakings,  weather  damage,  over-ripeness  at  time 
of  cutting,  over-drying,   baling  and  stacking  undercured  hay,  and  baling  during 
very  hot,  dry,  or  windy  weather.     In,  most  instances,  alfalfa  intended  for 
market  should  be  cut  when  one-tenth  to  one^fourth  in  bloom,  or  when  new  growth 
starts  from  the  crown  irrespective  of  bloom.    You  can't  get  much,  if  any,  more 
tonnage  by  letting  the  crop  stand  longer.    At  that  stage  or  maturity,  the 
leaves  usually  make  up  from  45  to  55  per  cent  of  the  total  weight  and  the 
stems  have  not  become  objectionably  hard  and  woody.     The  grade  of  U.  S.  No,  1 
alfalfa  can  be  attained  in  practically  all  alfalfa  districts  of  the  United 
States  when    crops  are  cut  at  that  stage  of  maturity.,,  providing  the  hay  is 
properly  cut  and  baled  and  not  subjected  to  much  damage  from  the  elements. 
The  Department  has  just  issued  a  mimeographed  pamphlet  on  methods  of  produc- 
tion, baling,  and  loading  for  the  market. 


*** 
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But  haying  is  not  the  only  thing  open  to  improvement.    Department  live- 
stock specialists  have  just  pointed  out  that  skillful  beef  producers  can  pro- 
duce, with  wise  selection,  proper  feeding,  and  intelligent  management,  beef 
animals  every  cut  of  which  will  yield  tender,   juicy  meat.     To  learn  how  to  pro- 
duce and  recognize  beef  sires  whose  offspring  will  yield  uniformly  high-quality 
steaks  and  roasts  is  the  problem,  now  before  livestock  experiment  stations,  in 
this  country, 

*  *# 

What  has  already  been  done  during  the  past  ten  years  in  improving  beef 
cattle  can  now  be  seen  in  a  one-reel  motion  picture  recently  completed  by  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.     This  film  demonstrates  the  cattle 
breeding  carried  on  at  the  new  famous  Sni-a-Bar  Farms,  near  Grain  Valley, 
Missouri. 

*  ** 

And  speaking  of  improvements  in  livestock,  during  the  last  twelve 
months,  Federal,  State,  and  county  veterinarians  tested  more  cattle  for  tuber- 
culosis than  during  any  other  12-month  period.    Within  that  time,  187  counties 
completed  the  testing  of  all  cattle  within  'their  borders  and  were  recognized 
as  modified  accredited  counties.     That  means  that  infection  in  those  counties 
is  not  over  one  half  of  one  per  cent.     In  ninety  per  cent  of  the  area  of  the 
United  States  T-B  infection  among  cattle  has  been  reduced  to  not  more  than  3 
per  cent.    We  are  gradually  winning  the  fight. 

*** 

The  report  of  the  scientists  on  the  Foot-and-Mouth  Disease  Commission, 
who  went  to  Europe  to  study  how  they  fight  it  fthere,  has  just  been  issued. 
The  report  concludes  that  the  quarantine  and  slaughter  methods  used  in  this 
country  are  not  only  best  but  the  most  economical,     In  the  United  States  the 
disease  has  been  eradicated  chrough  these  methods,  while  in  Continental  Euro- 
pean countries  it  has  not  been  appreciably  diminished.    But  the  existence  of 
foot-and-mouth  disease  in  Europe  makes  it  necessary  to  be  on  our  guard  from 
day  to  day. 

*** 

Recently,  prompt  action  by  Massachusetts  State  authorities  prevented 
the  spread  of  that  deadly  disease  known  as  tularemia  into  New  England.  Tula- 
remia is  especially  prevalent  among  wild  rabbits,  which  serve  as  reservoirs 
from  which  tularemia  is  transmitted  to  other  animals  and  man  by  the  bite  of 
certain  insects.     The  Massachusetts  authorities  stopped  a  shipment  of  cotton- 
tails from  the  West  which  were  being  introduced  to  build  up  the  depleted  sup- 
ply, of  game.      Those  rabbits  were  found  to  be  infected  with  the  dangerous 
tularemia. 

*** 

Combine-harvesters  cut  down  the  cost  of  harvesting  and  threshing,  but 
investigators  have  found  that  unless  the  machines 'are  operated  under  proper 
conditions,  and  unless  care  is  taken  to  handle  the  grain  properly,  that  saving 
may  be  lost.      The  chief  causes  of  damage  are  harvesting  before  the  wheat  is 
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ripe,  cutting  wheat  that  contains  too  much  moisture,  green  weed  seeds  in 
threshed  wheat,  storing  damp  wheat  in  bins,  and  storing  wheat  that  contains 
green  weed  seed, 

*  ** 

In  recent  years  cotton  has  become  an  important  crop  under  irrigation 
in  several  localities  in  California,  Arizona,  New  Mexico,  and  Texas.  Success 
in  the  irrigation  of  other  crops,  however,  does  not  justify    the  assumption 
that  the  same  method  will  prove  suitable  for  cotton,  so  the  Department  has 
just  published  a  technical  bulletin  on  the  subject  of  "The  Irrigation  of 
Cotton."     It  is  Technical  Bulletin  72. 

*#  * 

There  is  also  a  new  bulletin  out  on  "Terracing  Farm  Lands,"     It  is 
Farmers'  Bulletin  Wo.  1386.     It  tells  a  tout  the  types  of  terraces  and  how 
to  build  them;  especially  the  Mangum  and  the  level  terraces.    Both  those 
kinds  can  be  crossed  readily  by  modern  farm  machinery  without  injury  to 
the  terraces  and  may  be  planted  together  with  the  rest  of  the  field.  This 
matter  of  terracing  farm  lands,  even  those  with  very  moderate  slopes  is 
highly  important.     If  you  are  not  terracing  your  land,  you  should  look  into 
the  matter.    Washing  away  of  the  soil  costs  farmers  of  the  United  States  at 
least  $200,000,000  a  year.     Those  soil  losses  are  taking  place  in  every 
State  in  the  Union  and  in  almost  every  county  of  every  State. 

#** 


And  now's  the  time  for  fellows  who  have  been  suffering  from  quack- 
grass  to  plow  to  get  rid  of  it.    Plow  just  deep  enough  to  get  to  the  bottom 
of  the  rootstocks.     Turn  the  furrow  flat  and  cover  the  leaves  completely. 
Then  let  the  field  alone  for  about  10  days,  or  until  new  shoots  show  up. 
When  the  new  growth  is  an  inch  high,  give  the  ground  a  thorough,  croOT-wise 
harrowing,  preferaHy  with  a  spring-tooth  harrow,  so  as  to  bring  to  the  sur- 
face as  many  rootstocks  as  possible.     Keep  that  up  with  each  new  growth  un- 
til frost.     The  field  should  stay  rough  over  winter,  so  that  the  rootstocks 
will  be  exposed  to  frost.     In  the  spring,  you  can  loosen  the  rootstocks 
from  the  soil  and  plant  a  cultivated  crop,  such  as  corn  or  soybeans,  to  be 
cultivated  in  rows.     Follow  that  with  a  smother  crop  that  will  produce  a 
rank  growth,  such  as  hemp,  corn  in  thick  rows,  buckwheat,  or  some  heavy 
legume.  Oh,  yes,  it's*- quite  a  job  to  get  rid  of  quackgrass. 


*** 


Department  scientists  estimate  that  a  shelter  belt  will  add  from 
$500  to  $1,000  to  the  sale  value  of  &  farm  in  the  C-reat  Plains  region  at 
the  end  of  ten  years.     Eventually,  in  addition  to  affording  crop  protection, 
a  shelter  belt  will  furnish  fuel  wood  and  fence  posts  to  the  farm. 


*  *  * 
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The  United  States  Civil  Service  Commission  has  announced  examina- 
tions for  junior  agricultural  economist  at  from  $2,000  to  $2,500  to  fill 
vacancies  in  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture.    Applications  must  be  on  file  not  later  than  July  24.  Full 
information  about  this  job  can  be  obtained  from  the  U.  S.  Civil  Service 
Commission  at  Washington,  D,  C* 

— 00O00 — 

AM  QUIT  CE  MEN  T !         That  bulletin  on  "Terracing  Farm  Lands"  was  Farmers'  Bul- 
letin No,  1386.        "The  Irrigation  of  Cotton"  was  Technical  Bulletin  72. 
That  mimeographed  pamphlet  on  methods  of  production,  baling,  and  loading^ 
hay  for  the  market  you  can  get  while  the  supply  lasts,  either  through  this 
Station  or  by  writing  direct  to  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  of  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

— 00O00 — 
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Reading  Time:     10  minutes. 

ANNOUNCEMENT :     Each  week  this  Station  presents,  a  digest  of  farm  news  pre- 
pared by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.     In  this  farm  news 
digest,  farmers  will  find  items  of  interest  and  also  suggestions  of  direct 
value  and  application  on  their  own  farms. 

********** 

Now  is  the  time  to  plan  your  garden  for  next  year.     That's  what  the 
garden  experts  of  the  Department  say.     Most  people  are  in  the  habit  of 
waiting  until  early  in  the  spring  to  begin  to  think  about  what  they  will 
grow,  and  when  they  will  grow  it.     Now  is  the  time  to  look  around  your 
neighborhood  and  compare  your  garden  with  others.     Those  who  planted 
different  varieties  or  planted  at  different  times  may  be  enjoying  more 
benefits  right  now  than  you  are.     Note  down  the  points  or  varieties  which 
may  have  done  better  than  yours.     Make  your  plans  now  for  a  better  and 
longer- lasting  garden  next  year.     Jot  those  plans  down,  on  a  piece  of  paper, 
and  stick  it  away  where  it  will  be  handy  ¥rhen  you  need  it  next  spring. 


Eusarium  rot  causes  losses  of  from  5  to  50  per  cent  of  the  late  crop 
potatoes  held  for  storage.     The  way  to  prevent  such  losses,   the  scientists 
say,  is,  first,   to  use  care  in  handling,  so  as  to  reduce  mechanical  injury 
to  the  minimum.     Then  you  should  remove  superficial  moisture  from  the 
tubers  as  promptly  as  possible  and  keep  the  stock  dry  during  at  least  the 
first  four  weeks  of  storage."    So  long  as  the  stock  is  kept  dry,  the  higher 
the  humidity  the  better.     If  the  potatoes  are  stored  so  as  to  provide 
thorough  ventilation,  the  temperature  need  not  be  lower  than  40  to  45  de- 
grees; either  to  prevent  Eusarium  rot  or  to  keep  the  potatoes  from  sprouting. 


Badly  exhausted  range  areas  have  been  remarkably  restored,  by  a  • 
system  of  deferred  and  rotation  grazing  on  a  big  scale,  in  the  Cache 
National  Eorest,  in  southern  Idaho,    Eor  years,  some  of  these  areas  were 
grazed  early,  closely,  and  often.     Under  the  present  system,  they  have 
been  improved,  while  still  furnishing  feed.     As  a  result  of  the  improve- 
ment, areas  not  grazed  until  September  last  year,  may  be  safely  grazed  in 
August  this  year. 
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Use  of  portable  radio  sending  sets  as  an  aid  in  mobilizing  men 
to  fight  forest  fires  is  to  be  tested  in  the  National  Forests.  Nobody 
now  knows  whether  reliable  radio  communication  using  low  power  can  be 
carried  on  in  our  forests  with  their  rough  land  and  standing  timber,  always 
close  by.     If  it  can,  there  are  hopes  that  a  sending  and  receiving  set  light 
enough  to  be  carried  on  a  man's  back  and  simple  enough  to  stand  rough  travel 
ing  may  be  developed. 


Indiana  boy  scouts  are  to  start  three  50-acre  forests  this  year  on 
strip  coal  mining  fields.  The  first  plantings  will  include  1,200  spruce, 
which  it  is  planned  to  market  as  Christmas  trees.  Forest  planting  is  be- 
coming increasingly  important  in  this  country. 


As  for  Christmas  trees  and  such,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the 
Province  of  Quebec  has  eradicated  the  gypsy  moth  and  the  quarantine  against 
Christmas  trees  has  been  lifted.     That's  a  cooling  thought  for  this  hot 
weather. 


And  speaking  of  moths,  there's  a  Farmer'.s  Bulletin  just  out  on 
"Clothes  Moths  and  their  Control."     It  is  Farmers  Bulletin  1353.  Getting 
rid  of  moths  is  hard,  but  this  bulletin  tells  how  to  do  it. 


There' is  also  a  new  bulletin  on  "Fleas  and  their  Control".     It  is 
Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  897.     Don't  let  the  animals  and  poultry  go  under  the 
building  and  porches  where  the  fleas  usually  breed  best.     Clean  up  such 
places  thoroughly,  and  spray  with  creosote  oil.     "Cover  the  ground  where  the 
immature  fleas  are  developing  with  salt  and  wet  it  down  thoroughly. 


However,  as  the  poet  puts  it: 

11  Great  fleas  have  little  fleas  upon  their  backs  to  bite  'em 
And  little  fleas  have  lesser  fleas,  and  so  ad  infinitum" 

Nowdays,  the  scientists  are  making  use  of  that  principle  of  one  insect 
preying  on  another.     They  are  using  insect  parasites  to  fight  insects.  For 
instance,  the  coconut  scale  was  threatening  the  coconut  growing  industry  of 
our  island  of  Guam.     A  small  ladybird  beetle  was  introduced  and  is  now 
wiping  out  the  destructive  coconut  scale.     The  coconut  business  has  been 
saved  in  Guam.     We  only  hope  that  some  of  the  parasites  introduced  to  help 
fight  the  corn  borer  in  this  country  may  prove  as  effective . 
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But  plant  diseases  have  their  friends  as  well  as  their  enemies.  Take 
the  blister  rust  disease  of  white  pines  and  sugar  pines.     That  blister  rust 
disease  now  threatens  to  wipe  out  our  white  pine  and  sugar  pine  timber.  That 
timber  is  valued  at  over  a  half  billion  dollars,  and  the  blister  rust  disease 
can't  be  spread  from  one  tree  to  another,  yet  those  trees  are  threatened  with 
destruction  because  the  blister  rust  disease  gets  help.     It  spreads  from  an 
infected  tree  to  wild  and  tame  currant  and  gooseberry  bushes  and  on  those 
currant  and  gooseberry  bushes  the  disease  develops  to  the  stage  where  it  can 
infect  a  pine  tree  again.     The  infection  is  carried  by  the  wind.    Any  white- 
pine  stand  can  be  protected  from  blister  rust  by  uprooting  all  currants  and 
gooseberries  within  900  feet  of  the  trees.     The  European  or  cultivated  black 
currant  is  the  most  susceptible  to  the  blister  rust,  and  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  is  opposed  to  the  growing  of  European  or  cultivated  black  currants 
in  the  United  States. 


Department  biologists  declare  that  bigger  Chinchilla  rabbits  must  be 
developed  in  this  country.     In  order  to  furnish  the  most  profit  on  the  labor 
and  capital  invested,  Chinchillas  and  other  domestic  rabbits  must  be  bred 
both  for  meat  and  fur.     The  average  Chinchilla  rabbit  bred  in  this  country 
today  weighs  about  6  pounds,  vhereas  the  ideal  commercial  rabbit  should 
weigh  9  or  10  pounds.     Other  things  being  equal,  a  big  rabbit  skin  is  worth 
more  than  a  small  one  and  a  big  one  will  naturally  bring  more  when  sold  for 
food.     Leaflet  No.  22,  just  issued,  tells  about  "Chinchilla  Rabbits  for 
Food  and  Fur. " 


About  eleven  billion  pounds  of  fluid  milk  was  marketed  through  co- 
operative associations  last  year.  That's  nearly  one-fifth  of  all  we  used 
for  household  purposes  in  this  country. 


Many  dairymen  in  Vermont,  however,  are  in  need  of  flood  relief,  a 
recent  survey  shows.     The  normal  spring  floods  have  increased  the  damage 
done  by  the  big  flood  last  November.     Ten  thousand  acres  of  fine  meadow  land 
have  been  seriously  injured  and  a  much  larger  area  of  meadow  grass  has  been 
killed  by  sediment  spread  over  the  bottom  lands.     Don't  think  however  be- 
cause you  may  not  live  in  a  river  bottom,  that  you  may  not  need  to  practice 
flood  relief  on  your  own  farm.     Less  violent  forms  of  soil  erosion  are  doing 
tremendous  damage  to  land  throughout  this  country.     Circular  No.  33  on  "Soil 
Erosion  a  National  Menace"  reveals  that  unless  methods  of  land  usage  are  very 
radically  changed,  there  will  be  an  enormous  increase  in  the  abandonment 
of  farm  lands.    Every  State  and  nearly  every  county  in  the  country  needs 
to  consider  this  menace. 
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Applications  for  the  position  of  assistant  crop  and  livestock  estimator 
at  $2,600  to  $3,100  a  year  and  for  the  position  of  Associate  Bacteriologist 
in  Hides  and  Leather  at  $3,200  to  $3,700  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
must  be  on  file  with  the  Civil  Service  Commission  not  later  than  the  25th  of 
this  month.     You  can  get  full  details  about  the  jobs  from  the  U.S.  Civil 
Service  Commission,  Washington,  D.  C. 

************ 

ANNOUNCEMENT :    Here  are  the  names  and  numbers  of  those  bulletins  which  were 
just  mentioned  in  the  Farm  News  Digest.     "Soil  Erosion"  is  Circular  No*  33. 
"Chinchilla  Rabbits  for  Food  and  Fur"  is  Leaflet  No.  22.     "Fleas  and  their 
Control"  is  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  897  and  "Clothes  Moths  and  their  Control" 
is  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1353.     You  can  get  any  of  these  publications  through 
this  Station  or  by  writing  direct  to  the  United  States  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture . 
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ANNOUNCEMENT :      Each  week  this  Station  presents  a  digest  of  farm  news 
prepared  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.     In  this  farm 
news  digest  you  will  find  items  of  interest  and  value  —  perhaps  some  of 
direct  and  immediate- value  for  use  on  your  own  farm- 

******** 


Important  problems  of  honey  marketing  are  now  "being  investigated 
"by  Department  of  Agriculture  experts.     Among  other  things,  they  are  trying 
to  find  what  practices  pay  "best  in  the  management  of  bees  and  the  honey 
business.     To  get  that  information,  they  are  calling  for  help  from  bee- 
keepers; particularly  those  in  the  Intermountain  Region.     They  are  espec- 
ially anxious  to  learn  about  the  bookkeeping  systems  which  show  the  practi- 
ces which  have  proved  profitable.    Beekeepers  or  organizations  particularly 
interested  are  invited  to  write  to  the  Division  of  Bee  Culture  or  the 
Division  of  Farm  Management  and  Costs  of  the  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture.     The  information  which  will  be  swapped  may  prove  mutually 
profitable . 


There  is  also  some  good  news  this  week  for  the  hard  wheat  farm- 
ers !     The  question  of  how  farmers  can  get  the  premiums  for  high  protein 
wheat  after  they've  produced  it,  has  been  tackled  by  the  government.  The 
Department  has  called  a  series  of  conferences.     These  conferences  aim  to 
get  together  all  parties  concerned  and  thresh  out  this  matter  of  wheat 
protein  prices.     The  idea  is  to  develop  some  system  of  paying  for  protein 
which  will  be  fair  to  the  farmers. 


The , practical  experience  of  many  horse,  mule,  and  cattle  feed- 
ers in  the  North  Central,  South  Central,  and  Western  States,  as  well  as  the 
experience  of  the  United  States  Army  in  horse  feeding,  has  now  pitchforked 
out  that  old  prejudice  against  "grass  hay."    They  have  found  that  most  of 
the  prairie  hays,  or  other  "grass  hays",  have  just  as  much  feed  value  as 
timothy  or  Johnson  hay,   if  the  grass  hays  are  the  same  grade  as  the  Timothy 
or  Johnson  hay.     It  is  all  a  matter  of  quality  or  grade.     The  hay  of  each 
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of  the  Federal  standard  hay  grades  has  a  somewhat  different  quality  or  feed 
value.     There  is,  however,  no  material  difference  in  the  feed  value  of  the 
different  kinds  of  hay  of  the  same  grade.     The  Federal  Hay  Inspection  Super- 
visors in  your  district  can  tell  you  anything  you  want  to  know  about  the 
Federal  hay  inspection  and  United  States  hay  standards. 


Speaking  of  feeding  cattle,  the  man  who  milks  a  cow  that  produces 
500  pounds  of  butterfat  nets  as  much  as  if  he  milked  a  dozen  cows  that  pro- 
duced 100  pounds  of  butterfat  each.     And  that  is  without  counting  what  he 
would  save  on  the  costs  of  milking  and  taking  care  of  the  cows.     Of  course, 
that's  a  very  good  cow.     It  just  shows  the  difference  between  cows.  Those 
figures  are  one  of  the  results  of  an  analysis  of  more  than  100,000  yearly 
individual  records  from  cows  on  test  in  dairy  herd  improvement  associations. 
The  records  show  that  cows  that  produced  100  pounds  of  butterfat  a  year  re- 
turned $14  each  over  cost  of  feed.     Those  that  produced  200  pounds  of  butter- 
fat returned  $54  over  cost  of  feed.     Those  that  produced  300  pounds  returned 
$96.     Those  that  produced  400  pounds  returned  $138  over  feed  cost  and  the 
500  pound  producers  returned  $178  over  cost  of  feed. 


Since  the  war,  specialized  egg  farming  has  become  an  important 

factor  in  egg  production  in  this  country.    But  what  of  the  future?   

Department  experts  point  out  that  85  per  cent  of  our  eggs  are  still  produced 
by  small  flocks  on  general  farms.     They  hold  that  a  good  future  is  probable 
for  specialized  egg  farming.     They  warn  specialized  poultrymen,  however,  that 
they  can  not  expect  to  servive  if  they  follow  ordinary  flock  methods  and 
practices.     The  specialized  poultry  industry  must  produce  special  quality 
eggs  and  find  a  market  for  them  at  special  prices;  and  must  also  maintain  a 
high  average  annual  egg  production  and  especially  a  high  production  in  the 
season  when  the  best  eggs  are  scarce. 


There  is  also  a  chance  of  increasing  the  market  for  cheese.  Depart- 
ment dairy  experts  say  that  by  improving  the  quality  of  cheeses  and  adver- 
tising their  uses  and  food  value,-  cheese  eating  in  the  United  States  can  be 
greatly  increased.     Americans  now  consume  only  about  four  and  one-third  pounds 
of  cheese  per  capita  a  year,  but  six  years  ago  we  were  averaging  only  three 
and  a  half  pounds.     In  Switzerland  they  eat  an  average  of  about  23  pounds 
of  cheese.     In  France,  Denmark,  and  the  Netherlands  folks  eat  on  the  average 
about  13  pounds  of  cheese  a  year.     In  Germany  the  per  capita  consumption  is 
nine  and  a  half  pounds,  and  even  in  Great  Britian  they  eat  nearly  nine  pounds 
per  capita,  which  is  more  than  double  the  amount  we  average  in  this  country. 


Lamb  has  practically  replaced  mutton  in  the  American  diet.  You 
remember  the  old  song?     "Of  all  the  meat;  what  am  good  to  eat;  from  turkey 

down  to  ham;  the  one  that  tickles  my  palate  the  most,  am  lamb  J  lamb  J  

LAMB!"    Maybe  there  will  be  more  singers  of  that  song  when  they  get  that 
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new  leaflet  "Lamb  as  You  Like  It."  It  tells  how  to  cook  lamb.  It  is 
Leaflet  Wo.  28. 


Turning  to  other  things  not  quite  so  tasty  —  but  important  just 
the  same.     There  are  some  other  new  bulletins.     There  is  one  on  "Flytraps 
and  their  Operation."    That  is  Farmers  Bulletin  No.  734.     Then  there  is 
another  on  "Cockroaches"  it  is  Farmers'  Bulletin  658.     It  is  aimed  not  so 
much  at  making  you  better  acquainted  with  them,  as  it  is  to  making  you  less 
acquainted  with  them.     It  tells  how  to  get  rid  of  them. 


It  seems  that  insects  we  always  have  with  us.     Take  the  peach 
orchards  in  the  South  for  instance.     There  are  a  number  of  insects  that 
cause  big  damage  to  the  peach  crop.     Three  of  them,  however,  the  plum  cur- 
culio,  the  San  Jose  scale,  and  the  peach  borer,  are  responsible  for  nine- 
tenths  of  the  damage.     The  Department  has  just  issued  a  bulletin  called 
"Insects  Attacking  the  Peach  in  the  South  and  How-to  Control  Them."    It  is 
Farmers'  Bulletin  Wo.  1557.     The  big  three  and  15  others  are  treated  in  the 
bulletin  and  the  bulletin  tells  how  to  get  them  off  the  trees. 


"Cucumber  Growing"  is  the  subject  of  Farmers'  Bulletin  Wo.  1563, 
which  deals  with  table  or  sliced  cucumbers  as  a  field  crop  and  those  grown 
in  coldframes  during  the  early  part  of  the  season.     Table  or  slicing  cucumbers 
are  now  grown  for  the  market  in  29  States,  but  the -main  car-lot  movements 
originate  in  14  States.     The  present  outlook,  however,  does  not  warrant  any 
great  expansion  of  acreage. 


Pine  lands  bought  nearly  a  hundred  years  ago  in  South  Carolina  by  a 
railroad  to  supply  fuel  for  wood-burning  locomotives  are  now  being  managed 
as  a  demonstration  that  pine  trees  in  that  region  can  be  made  to  pay.  Pine 
forestry  and  the  naval  stores  industry,  a  fev;  years  ago  regarded  as  dying 
industries  in  the  South,  are  now  being  looked  upon  as  permanent  and  timber 
growing  is  being  demonstrated  to  be  a  good  investment. 


Applications  for  the  position  of  assistant  marketing  specialist  in 
fruits  and  vegetables  at  from  $2,600  to  $3,100  a  year  must  be  on  file  with 
the  U.S.  Civil  Service  Commission  not  later  than  August  7.     The  applications 
for  assistant  pathologist  in  vegetable  diseases  in  the  Bureau  of  Plant 
Industry  at  $2,600  to  $3,100  a  year  must  be  on  file  by  August  1.  Further 
particulars  in  regard  to  these  jobs  can  be  obtained  from  the  U.S.  Civil 
Service  Commission,  Washington,  B.C. 
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ANITQUN CEMENT :     Let's  repeat  those  "bulletin  numbers  so  you  can  order  any 
you  want.     You  can  get  them  either  through  this  Station  or  direct  from  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.     "Cucumber  Growing"  is  Farmers 
Bulletin  No.  1563.     "Peach  Insects  in  South"  is  Farmers  Bulletin  No.  1557. 
"Cockroaches"  is  Farmers  Bulletin  No.  658  and  "Flytraps"  is  Farmers  Bulletin 
No.  734.     "Lamb  as  You  Like  It"  is  Leaflet  No.  28.     The  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  is  paid  for  by  the  people  of  the  country  to  serve  the 
people  of  the  country.     All  it  contains  and  all  it  has  discovered  is  there  for 
you.     USE  IT. 
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Saturday,  July  28,  1928 


NOT  FOR  PUBLICATION 


ANNOUNCEMENT :      Each  week  this  Station  presents  a  digest  of  farm  news  pre- 
pared "by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.      In  this  farm  news  digest, 
you  will  find  items  of  interest  and  value           perhaps  some  of  direct  and  imme- 
diate value  for  use  on  your  own  farm, 

— ooOoo — 

Farmers,  on  the  average,  made  a  little  more  money  last  year.  They 
took  in  more  than  they  did  the    year  before,  and  expenses  were  about  the  same. 
That's  what  reports  from  nearly  14,000  farms  in  all  parts  of  the  country  show. 
The  average  net  return  was  $1,290  last  year,  as  against  an  average  net  return 
of  $1,133  the  3^ear  before. 


And  we  are  still  making  good,  steady  progress  in  the  fight  against 
tuberculosis  in  cattle.    Twenty  counties,  scattered  in  eleven  States,  and 
containing  450,000  head  of  cattle,  have  recently  been  added  to  the  area  in 
which  there  is  now  not  more  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent  of  the  cattle  in- 
fected with  T-B.    The  cattle  owners  feel  well  repaid  for  their  effort  and 
expense,    Any  dairy  cattle  for  sale  in  these  "modified  accredited  areas,"  as 
they  are  called,  are  in  good  demand  at  good  prices.     In  the  hog- raising  sec- 
tions of  the  country  some  of  the  big  packers  pay  a  premium  of  10  cents  a 
hundred-weight  for  hogs  originating  in  modif ied-accredited  areas.     It  is  ex- 
timated  that  this  year  those  premiums  will  amount  to  nearly  a  million  dollars 
extra  in  the  pockets  of  hog  raisers. 


During  the  three  months  ending  June  30,  farmers  in  seven  counties  lo- 
cated in  three  States  joined  the  Better-Sires-Better  Stock  Campaign.  Since 
this  campaign  started  a  few  years  back,  17,254  people  in  47  States  have 
listed  for  improvement  more  than  a  half  million  head  of  livestock,  not  count- 
ing poultry.    There  are  over  a  million  head  of  poultry  listed  for  improvement. 
Forty-four  counties  have  from  100  to  700  persons  enrolled  and  three  counties, 
two  in  Kentucky  and  one  in  Virginia,  now  are  on  an  entirely  pure-bred  basis, 
without  a  grade  or  scrub  bull  in  the  county. 


Importation  of  purebred  animals  from  Europe  for  use  in  breeding  opera- 
tions in  the  United  States  makes  first-hand  knowledge  of  foreign  records  and 
methods  of  certification  desirable.     A  specialist  of  the  Department  has  there- 
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fore  "been  sent  to  Europe,  to  investigate  methods  of  recording  various  classes 
of  domestic  animals,  to  furnish  a  "basis  for  official  recognition  of  such 
records  in  the  United  States, 


And  speaking  of  Europe,  hog  production  over  there  is  expected  to  con- 
tinue on  a  higher  level  during  the  next  feen  years,  than  it  has  during  the  past 
ten  years.    That  will  prohaUy  mean  that  exports  of  American  hog  products  will 
be  smaller,    Eor  the  immediate  future,  however,  the  outlook  is  favorable. 
Both  the  domestic  and  foreign  demand  for  pork  products  will  probably  show  some 
inprovement,    And  the  supply  of  hogs  available  for  market  is  expected  to  be 
considerably  less.    Market  supplies  of  hogs  during  this  summer  and  early  fall 
will  probably  be  about  as  big  or  bigger  than  last  summer  and  early  fall,  but 
of  lighter  average  weight.       Slaughter  next  winter,  and  spring,  however,  is 
expected  to  show  a  material  decrease  from  the  umsually  heavy  slaughter  of 
last  winter,  and  slaughter  next  summer  will  probably  he  somewhat  less  than 
that  of  this  summer. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  has  just  completed  an  investigation  of 
the  livestock  possibilities  in  the  coastal  plain  of  the  South,    Data  furnished 
"by  700  farmers,  who  raise  livestock  on  their  farms,  shows  that  the  suggestion 
that  the  Southwestern  states  increase  their  livestock  production  is  not  all 
moonshine.    This  survey  shows  that  there  are  no  insurmountable  obstacles  to 
the  expansion  of  the  dairy  industry  3m  many  sections  of  the"  coastal  plain,  in 
spite  of  the  present  scarcity  of  good  pastures.    Hog  production  could  also  he 
greatly  expanded.    A  large  part  of  the  pork  now  shipped  into  the  South  could 
be  economically  produced  in  certain  sections  of  the  coastal  plains.    Beef  cat- 
tle production  could  be  expanded,  and  there  are  also  opportunities  of  develop- 
ing sheep  raising,  especially  for  the  production  of  young  lambs.    The,  poultry 
business  has  been  considerably  expanded  in  the  last  few  years  in  this  section, 
but  the  farm  flocks  in  the  Southeastern  States  are  relatively  small  and  many 
farmers  could  profitably  extend  their  poultry  raising. 


All  livestock  raisers,  however,  must  sooner  or  later  fight  livestock 
parasites.    Parasites  differ  in  the  times  when  they  do  most  damage  and  when 
they  are  best  controlled.     Eor  conditions  in  the  East,  Middle  West,  Earth, 
and  in  the  Rocky.  Mountain  region,  the  Department  has  just  issued  a  calendar 
of  Livestock  Parasites.     It  is      Miscellaneous  Publication  No.  25.    The  time 
arrangement  of  this  calendar  doesn't  fit  conditions  in  the  South,  Southwest, 
and  the  Pacific  coast  so  well,  but  the  control  measures  noted  in  this  new 
publication  are  generally  applicable  throughout  the  country. 


Farmers  in  the  territory  east  of  the  Iowa-Nebraska  line  and  north  of 
the  Ohio  river,  where  extensive  losses  of  alfalfa  occurred  last  winter, 


-  2  - 


-.  7  ' 


R-F.N.D. 


shouldn't  let  these  losses  scare  them  off  from  alfalfa  growing.    The  condi- 
tions this  spring  may  not  happen  again  for  years.    They  should  make  their 
plans  to  replace  the  lost  alfalfa  "by  starting  a  new  field.    The  seed  should 
go  in  the  ground  "by  August  15  or  earlier  in  the  northern  section.     It  is 
seldom  advisable  to  sow  alfalfa  on  an  old  alfalfa  field  that  has  winter  killed. 
However,  where  the  small  grains  mature  early  in  July,  land  occupied  "by  such 
crops  may  he  seeded  to  alfalfa  in  August.      Early  cultivated  crops  such  as 
potatoes,  corn,  or  canned  peas  are  harvested  in  time  for  alfalfa  planting, 
Such  land  would  need  little  preparation,  if  it  has  "been  kept  free  from  weods. 


A  large  proportion  of  the  failures  of  trees  in  the  Great  Plains  region 
is  due  to  negligence.    Department  specialists  charge  in  Farmers'  Bulletin  No. 
1312  in  which  they  further  point  out  that  the  essential  requirements  for  suc- 
cess are  thorough  preparation  of  the  soil,  spring  planting,  and  thorough  cul- 
tivation of  the  soil  after  planting.    The  bulletin,  called  "Tree  Planting  in 
the  Great  Plains  Region"  also  tells  what  species  of  trees  to  choose.  Every 
real  farm  home  should  have  a  windbreak  or  shelter  "belt  and  a  woodlot  for  the 
production  of  fence  posts  and  fuel. 


In  Worcester  County,  Massachusetts,  a  committee  representing  various 
local  interests  and  the  Massachusetts  Forestry  Association,  has  drawn  up  a 
ten-year  plan  for  the  protection  and  rehabilitation  of  the  forests  of  that 
county.    The  committee  estimates  that  there  are  in  the  county  about  350,000 
acres  not  in  forests  that  are  better  adapted  for  forest  production  than  for 
any  other  crop.  j 

*    _  ■  _  _ 

In  its  effort  to  save  the  white  pine  timber  of  this  country,  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  has  just  issued  its  miscellaneous  publication  No.  27 
declaring  cultivated  black  currant  bushes  a  public  nuisance.    It  calls  upon 
State  authorities,  nurserymen  and  growers  to  take  active  steps  to  eliminate 
cultivated  black  currants  from  the  Pacific,  Rocky  Mountain,  Atlantic,  Appa- 
lachian, Ohio  valley,  upper  Mississippi  Valley  and  Lake  States.    The  growing 
of  cultivated  black  currant sin  home  gardens  as  well  as  in  nurseries  and  com- 
mercial plantings  should  be  entirely  abandoned  throughout  these  States.  Cul- 
tivated black  currants  is  a  nurse  plant  for  the  white-pine  blister  rust,  and 
the  circular  explains  just  how  the  disease  is  carried  by  the  wind  to  pines 
as  much  as  a  mile  away  from  the  currant  bushes. 


The  Mexican  fruit  worm,  which  last  year  invaded  Texas  and  began  at- 
tacking fruit,  especially  the  grapefruit,  has  been  apparently  wiped  out  in 
this  country,  and  the  fruit  worm  situation  is  now  consideredhopeful.  State 
and  Federal  entomologists  are  using  every  effort  to  see  that  the  pest  does 
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not  "become  reestablished.      The  quarantine  will,  however,  "be  maintained  for 
an  irxLefinite  period,  owing  to  the  fact  that  infested  fruit  is  to  be  found 
in  the  Mexican  markets  opposite  the  orchard  regions  of  Texas. 

— 00G00- 

AMOUNCEMENT :      For  the  "benefit  of  those  who  may  want  the  publications 
mentioned  in  this  new's  digest,  we  will  repeat  the  numbers:    "Black  Currant 
Spreads  White  Pine  Blister  Rust"  is  Miscellaneous  Publication  No.  27.  "Tree 
Planting  in  the  Great  Plains  Region"  is  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1312.  That 
"Calendan  of  Livestock  Parasites"  is  Miscellaneous  Publication  No.  25,  These 
publications  may  be'-obtained  through  this  Station  or  "by  writing  direct  to 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.    The  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  is  paid  for  by  the  people  of  the  country  to  serve  the  people  of 
the  country.    All  it  contains  and  all  it  has  discovered  is  there  for  you. 
USE  IT. 
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